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at the instance and expense of William Stanley,
sixth Eatl of Derby,1 "Que diablc allot fake

dans cctte galerc?** one asks instinctively. Only

a solitary answer to that question suggests itself,
and it may be wrong. On the previous 30th of

June one George Feaner had written to two of
his correspondents that my Lord Derby was then
abusy penning comedies for the common
players**.2 Putting two and two together^ what
more natural than to suppose that Derby had
revived the Paul's boys with the view of getting
a ready producing place for his plays? But, on
second thoughts, certain objections arise to give
one pause. Fcaner says his lordship was writing
for "the common players", and the term cannot
be taken to apply to a company of choir-boys.
On the other hand, ever since his succession to
the title in 1 5 94 Derby had allowed a troupe of
common players to figure as his servants and
act under the privilege of his name, and, although
this troupe had no London habitat and had to
content itself with strolling, it eventually gave a

1 G. B. Harrison, A Last Elfoabttlw Journal
p, 50, where la cited from a newsletter of November
xjjj, ptesetved in the Public Record Office, the important
new fact that **My Lord of Derby hath put up the plays
of the Children in Paul's to Ms great pains and charges .
Papers } Domsll^ B/hytfatb> cclxxi, 34, 35.